
Welcome to Year 4
with Mrs Bird

September, 2023



The Year 4 team

Teachers & Support Staff:

Mrs Bird

Mrs Gillot

Miss Latham

Mr Benthem (P.E.)

Clarinet teacher from Love Music Trust



Everyday essentials

• A labelled water bottle

• Healthy fruit snack

• A coat 

• A labelled bag

• Home / School diary

• Reading book



Topics and Teaching   
 Each term we have a different topic which is taught in a 

cross-curricular way.  These will be The Victorians 
(Autumn), The Romans and Volcanoes (Spring) and The 
Ancient Greeks and rivers (Summer).

 The mornings are set up to provide the children the 
opportunity to develop their skills in English, Maths, 
reading and spellings. The afternoons are typically for 
foundation subjects.

 Guided Reading takes place daily. On Mondays, we do 
activities all together and then split into groups for the 
remaining days. Every child will read in a small group 
with me on a weekly basis although some children may 
read within their daily phonics group. There is a big 
focus on comprehension as well as word recognition.



Routine
 8.40am Reading, changing books or finishing work

 8.50am Spellings or phonics followed by guided 
reading

 8.40am English

 10.30am Collective Worship

 10.45am Break

 11.00am Maths

 12.10pm Lunch

 1.00pm Foundation subjects x2

 3.15pm Home time



Routine
 Children responsible for changing their own books –

when they have read at home (opportunity for this 
most mornings).

 Monday – Music tuition with clarinet.

 Tuesday - swimming until end of November.

 Wednesday  - PE with Mr Bentham (please come to 
school in PE kits).



Handwriting 
 Children will be practising their handwriting 

on a regular basis.

 Some children will need to practise more 
often.

 This will also provide opportunities for 
children to recap and consolidate their phonic 
and spelling knowledge.







Reading books and home 
school diaries

 The children have the opportunity to change 
their books most mornings and will be 
supported with this.

 Please encourage your child to read at least 
three times each week, sign and comment each 
time. Team points can be earned.

 Reading in class – Guided Reading, Whole Class 
Reading, Individual Reading and Paired reading.

 Use your child’s diary to communicate messages 
e.g. changes to home time arrangements etc but 
please be aware that not every child will have 
their diary checked every day. 



Please record 
your child’s 
reading or 
encourage 
them to 
record it.



Writing – Pathways to Write



White Rose Maths



1 minute maths



TTRockstars & times tables



TTRockstars & times tables
 The children will be taking part in a Multiplication Tables Checkin 

June next year.

 The multiplication tables check is an online, on-screen assessment 
given to pupils in year 4. It checks their ability to fluently recall 
times tables up to 12x12.

 Research suggests that being able to recall times tables fluently is 
helpful when it comes to other maths activities. That’s why primary 
schools are teaching pupils their times tables, so they can recall 
them and don’t have to work them out.

 It’s made up of 25 times tables questions. Your child will be able to 
answer 3 practice questions before taking the actual check. They 
will then have 6 seconds to answer each question. On average, the 
check should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete.

 There is no expected standard or ‘pass mark’ for the multiplication 
tables check, but higher scores indicate greater proficiency in 
fluently recalling multiplication tables.



TTRockstars & times tables
 We practise times tables daily.

 By the end of Year 3, the children should know the x2, x5, x10, x3, 
x4 and x8.

 We are currently revising the x3.

 Based on the children’s performance on TTRS, I can track which 
times tables they need to work on the most.

 Bronze, silver and gold badges are awarded each half-term.



Communication
➢Website and ‘X/Twitter’ posts
➢Diaries
➢Email: Emerald@stjamesaudlem.cheshire.sch.uk –

please note that emails are monitored daily and I will 
reply to any email within 24 hours, but this may be 
after school.

➢Weekly newsletter from school office
➢Weekly homework update

mailto:Emerald@stjamesaudlem.cheshire.sch.uk


Rewards and sanctions
 Team points and class marbles

 Praise Book

 Examples of good work displayed as WAGOLLs (what a 
good one looks like)

 Star of the day

 Golden Time

 Good to be Green certificate

 Yellow and red cards for breaking school rules. Some 
children may be on a bespoke reward and sanctions 
system depending on their level of need.



My Happy Mind

This is part of our Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic education.

myHappymind is a NHS and science-
backed programme which gives 
children an understanding of positive 
mental health and enables them to 
develop strategies to manage their 
own wellbeing.



Emotion coaching



Zones of Regulation



Resilience Passports



Homework
 Children will receive homework on Friday to be 

returned by the following Wednesday at the latest.

 Children are expected to spend time on TTRockstars.

 There will usually be a piece of English and/or maths 
homework per week.

 Children are expected to read regularly and record in 
their diary.



How can you support your 
child at home?

 Spelling – supporting your child with key word 
spelling. 

 Reading – developing comprehension skills, reading 
for meaning and predicting, check children can 
read words on sight.

 Maths –practising times tables (2x to 12x)

 Each term our class letter will tell you about our 
topic focus. 

 A weekly note home will be sent via Parentmail on 
Fridays.


